University of Groningen

Practice-inspired contributions to inventory theory
Prak, Derk Rutger Jordi

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2019
Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Prak, D. R. J. (2019). Practice-inspired contributions to inventory theory. University of Groningen, SOM
research school.

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).
The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverneamendment.
Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 16-01-2022

Acknowledgments
This PhD thesis comprises the research that I have performed at the Department
of Operations of the University of Groningen. This research has been financially
supported by the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) through a
Research Talent grant. I would like to thank the graduate school SOM and all faculty
members who have provided useful feedback during the application process. I am
especially grateful to my primary supervisor Ruud Teunter for his large contribution.
My supervisors Ruud Teunter and Jan Riezebos have not only provided great
guidance on establishing research topics, but also contributed significantly to the
dissemination of research output through academic publications, key conferences
and summer schools where I could present my findings. The observation that my
research got appreciated, applied, and extended by an international audience was
the biggest motivation to keep going also at moments where the academic world
felt unrewarding. Whereas Ruud played a key role in all my research pieces and
helped me to establish many contacts, Jan provided important personal guidance
and helped to maintain the red thread in the thesis, especially in the final stages.
With Leny Nusse and Nicky van Foreest I have had several discussions on various
topics, which were important to me at key moments during my PhD trajectory.
To the other co-authors of parts of this thesis - Aris Syntetos, Zied Babai, John
Boylan, Nicola Saccani and Filippo Visintin - I would also like to express my gratitude. A special word of thanks goes to Stefan Minner for allowing me to spend half
a year with his research group at TU Munich, and for the pleasant ongoing collaboration. I furthermore thank him, Rommert Dekker and Kees Jan Roodbergen for
taking place in my assessment committee. My interest in research was triggered by
nice collaborations with Christoph Hanck and Tom Wansbeek during my BSc and
MSc studies.

170
Friends and C++ experts Albert Schrotenboer and Michiel uit het Broek have definitely made my time in- and outside the Duisenberg building more enjoyable, just
like my office mate Gerlach van der Heide, education colleague Bram de Jonge, Bart
Beemsterboer, Bolor Jargalsaikhan, Ward Romeijnders, all other PhD candidates that
were present at the department during my trajectory, and the colleagues in Munich.
From the other departments I would like to particularly mention the all-round boss
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