University of Groningen

Soil bacterial community assembly during succession
Jia, Xiu
DOI:
10.33612/diss.156586683
IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2021
Link to publication in University of Groningen/UMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):
Jia, X. (2021). Soil bacterial community assembly during succession. University of Groningen.
https://doi.org/10.33612/diss.156586683

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).
Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/UMCG research database (Pure): http://www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 08-05-2021

Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements
I started my adventure in Groningen over four years ago. I learned a lot through these
years and also meet nice people with good friendships. I would like to conclude with a
few words for those people who have made this work possible.
First, I would like to thank my supervisors. Joana, thank you very much for this opportunity and a lot of support throughout my PhD. You have given me the freedom to
develop my ideas, safe environments allowing me to mistakes and very patient to listen
to my thoughts even though many times they do not make sense. Discussing with you
has been enjoyable and constructive. I am also grateful that you have encouraged me to
step out of my comfort zone to communicate my research with colleagues and students.
Francisco, I am fortunate to have you been my daily supervisor and co-supervisor later
on when you moved to NIOO and Pennsylvania. What brings me here is your amazing
work discussing how ecological processes determine ecological succession. You always
give me prompt replies even though we were not in the same place most of the time.
Thank you for your invaluable feedbacks on my research and for suggesting me to have
enough rest after work. I am happy for you that you have established your lab and a
lovely home with Maju and Luca in Pennsylvania. Dick, thank you for offering valuable
suggestions on my thesis and trying many times to approve it when you had technical
problems with the system.
I would also thank my collaborators. Cas, thank you for doing your master project
with me and many of your ideas and contribution to the dispersal project. You have
stayed at the Herdshut for over one week for the microcosm experiment alone. It was
a challenge for most people. I would also like to thank you for translating the summary
into Dutch. Jolanda, thanks for always being my side for the field work. All your assistance made my field and lab work went smoothly. Nelly, thank you for your help in
measuring soil physicochemical characters in your lab. Xavier, thanks for accepting
my samples to do analyse in your lab and for fruitful discussions with both of you and
Thomas Pommier. It’s been a pity the project that we have discussed was not a part of
my thesis. Hope we could have more discussion in the future when all measurements
are done. I would also like to thank Xing Jiajia, Adjie, Qian and Yi to let me be a part of
your interesting projects, in which I learned many new things.
To the reading committee of my thesis, Thomas Curtis, Bas Teusink and Rampal
Etienne, thank you for accepting the invitation to be part of the committee. Edisa and
Fangyuan, thank you for agreeing to be my paranymphs.
My thank goes to all my colleagues in the microbial ecology cluster, which is a lovely
academic family. I enjoyed your accompany and support. First, my thanks to the group
members who used to share the same office with me. Miao, you always helpful with
my naive and trivial questions when I started my PhD. All of these made my transition
and adaptation in Groningen went much easier than I expected. The two succulents
that you gave to me as a welcome gift on the first day I arrived are still alive. They
accompany me throughout the whole PhD journey. Larisa, you are such an energetic
155

Acknowledgements

and joyful person. Thanks for sharing amazing things with me, inviting me to awesome
parties and allowing me to witness an important time in your life, the marry party of
you and Paul. Paul, of course, you are an unnamed member of our office. There are a
lot of good times when we played Saboteur. Lary and Paul, thank you both for inviting
and hosting me in your home in Amsterdam. Edisa and Qian, we almost started our
PhD at the same time. It’s great to share the same space and time during the journey of
our PhD. You two are not only my office mates but also my close friends. Thank you for
your help in the lab, feedbacks after my talks, and for always there with me throughout
the four years. Maryam and Thijs, it’s been nice to share the same office with you even
though in a short time. Maryam, thank you for your technical help, especially with my
questions related to Peregrine. Many thank also to the secretaries in our group, Yvonne
and Chantal, thank you for your assistant on many paper works. Yvonne, the cakes
and cookies you made are amazing. Thanks for sharing your recipes. Pu, thanks for
your suggestions when I started the molecular experiment. Adjie, you are kind-hearted
and always willing to help. Thanks for your generous encouragement. Stefanie and
Pina, I am happy to be a member of the party committee with you. You have so many
interesting ideas for parties and gifts. Stefanie, I really enjoy talking to you. Thank you
for letting me know many interesting things about Dutch culture and language. Pina,
thank you for your help in organizing workshops and courses. Teaching together with
you was a very pleasant experience. Maju, thank you for showing molecular techniques
in the lab in my first year. Yanfang, it’s been nice also to be a neighbour with you for
a while. Thanks for helping me get rid of the mice that evaded my home, which was
the most helpless moment of my life in Groningen. Thank you and Panji to encourage
me when I was very nervous to give a talk in BAGECO. Panji, thanks for show Yanfang
and me around in Lisbon. Xuhui and Xipeng, thanks for the interesting discussions.
Kiran, thanks for sharing delicious Indian food. Tianci, I’m glad we are going to work
on the same project. Marjon and Sebastian, your enthusiasm for science and public
communication are inspiring. Thanks to all the other current members of the group:
Anna, Ana C., Cyrus, Els, Gabriella, Gert, Jan, Jaimy, Lars, Maaike, Marrit, Misshelle,
Nadja, Noor, Roos and Thomas Hackl; and who I worked with but have since moved
to other endeavours: Diego, Elena, Florian, Irshad, Isabelle, Juliana, Maarten, Manoj,
Melissa, Moniek, Patricia, Pieter, Renata, Sarah, Tijmen and Vanessa and all the other
nice members of the group over these years: Thanks for the stimulating discussions in
lab meetings, great moments in the lunch breaks and fun parties.
Next, I would like to thank those who made my life exciting outside the lab. Fangyuan, I am glad we became friends and shared many memorable moments in Groningen
and different trips. Thanks for being such a fun and caring friend. Xiaoyan, thank you
for inviting me to many interesting activities. I enjoyed coffee time and dinners with
you, Sara and Zhengjia. Many of your critical questions made me think more about
what I was thought for granted. Zhang Ting, Yujing and Yingting, thank you for visiting
me in Groningen. It was great to see old friends and experience new things together
abroad. Leonel and Ye Duo, you are all experienced birders. Thanks for showing me
a lot of knowledge about birds. Many thank also to my neighbours from Frascati and

156

Acknowledgements

Upsilon. Yi and Lulu, it’s been nice to live in the same unit, as well as with Antara,
Shunsuke, Robin and Caro. Yi, thanks for inviting me to hot pot parties in your home
and other interesting activities, like skiing with you, Tingting, Heng Yang and Yingying.
Lulu and Feifei, thank you for inviting me to your sweet home and letting me witness
the important life moment of Chengcheng. My thanks also to other Chinese neighbours: Beibei, Chongnan, Jia Jiajia, Fang Shun, Feng Shuai, Gao Jian, Liu Jianjun,
Mengfan, Shaoyu, Wang Qian, Weiteng, Yafeng, Yukun, Yuhan and Zhang Rongjing.
There were a lot of good times to be a neighbour with you, such as sharing delicious
Chinese food, celebrating New Year, making dumplings, listening to the live violin performance by Weiteng, BBQ near the Lake and playing games until early morning.
This is a very challenging year for most people due to COVID-19 pandemic. It was
hard to meet people physically, but I still could feel the warmth from people. Pang
Shuang, Wang Jing, Zhou Meng and Yao Bei, it was great to still be a group studying
together and teasing each other though we are living in different places. Yanmei, Minling, Qiu Ying, and Yingting, thanks for asking whether I need any help during the first
lockdown in the Netherlands.
I became a real nomad when left my hometown for my study over 12 years ago. I
have lived in a few places since then. No matter where I stayed, how far it was from
home, I always feel the strong support from my original point. Thank you, mom and
dad, for your always love, support and understanding. You have been the first mentors
in my life. From you, I learned to be curious about things, kind to people and strong
for difficulties. Jia Jing, you are such a sweet, clever and independent girl. I am lucky
enough to have you as a sister. My thanks also to my aunts, uncles, cousins, nephews
and nieces, especially Jia Ruifang and Ping Jingxia. You let me feel the love and supports from the big family.
Last but not least, I would also thank the nice people that I met previously in my
life in different places. Thank all of you for bringing fun time, inspiring moments, and
all the good memories. Without you, I cannot be the person I am today.

Xiu Jia
Groningen, December 2020

157

