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How pathetically scanty my self-knowledge is
compared with, say, my knowledge of my room.
There is no such thing as observation of the
inner world, as there is of the outer world.
- Franz Kafka

The research presented in this thesis is part of the TRacking Adolescents’ Individual
Lives Survey (TRAILS). Participating centers of TRAILS include various departments of
the University Medical Center and University of Groningen, the Erasmus University
Medical Center Rotterdam, the University of Utrecht, the Radboud Medical Center
Nijmegen, and the Trimbos Institute, all in the Netherlands. Principal investigators are
prof. dr. J. Ormel (University Medical Center Groningen) and prof. dr. F.C. Verhulst
(Erasmus University Medical Center). TRAILS has been financially supported by various
grants from the Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research NWO (Medical
Research Council program grant GB-MW 940-38-011; ZonMW Brainpower grant
100-001-004; ZonMw Risk Behavior and Dependence grants 60-60600-98-018 and 6060600-97-118; ZonMw Culture and Health grant 261-98-710; Social Sciences Council
medium-sized investment grants GB-MaGW 480-01-006 and GB-MaGW 480-07-001;
Social Sciences Council project grants GB-MaGW 457-03-018, GB-MaGW 452-04314, an GB-MaGW 452-06-004; NWO large-sized investment grant
175.010.2003.005); the Sophia Foundation for Medical Research (projects 301 and
393), the Dutch Ministry of Justice (WODC), and the participating universities. I am
grateful to all adolescents, their parents and teachers who participated in this research
and to everyone who worked on this project and made it possible.
I want to thank the following institutions for contributing to the printing costs of
this thesis: The graduate school for Behavioural and Cognitive Neurosciences (BCN),
the University Medical Center Groningen (UMCG), and the Rijksuniversiteit
Groningen (RuG).

Contents

Chapter 1: Introduction

9

Chapter 2: Integrating the ‘Broader Autism Phenotype’ into General
Dimensional Frameworks of Psychopathology.
13
Chapter 3: On Categorical Diagnoses in DSM-V:
Cutting Dimensions at Useful Points?
Chapter 4: Optimal use of multi-informant data
on co-occurrence of internalizing and externalizing problems.
3
Chapter 5: Comorbidity between Internalizing and
Externalizing problems in adolescence: fact or artefact?

31

47

59

Chapter 6: Stability and predictive utility of differences between
informants

81

Chapter 7: Discussion

95

Author Affiliations

106

Nederlandse samenvatting

107

References

112

Acknowledgement / Dankwoord

123

In the absence of a gold standard

8

