5 university of °
/ groningen ®

University of Groningen

Dietary polyunsaturated fatty acids on pregnancy and lactation in female mice
Kong, Dehuang

DOI:
10.33612/diss.1307117083

IMPORTANT NOTE: You are advised to consult the publisher's version (publisher's PDF) if you wish to cite from
it. Please check the document version below.

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Publication date:
2025

Link to publication in University of Groningen/lUMCG research database

Citation for published version (APA):

Kong, D. (2025). Dietary polyunsaturated fatty acids on pregnancy and lactation in female mice. [Thesis
fully internal (DIV), University of Groningen]. University of Groningen.
https://doi.org/10.33612/diss.1307117083

Copyright
Other than for strictly personal use, it is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the
author(s) and/or copyright holder(s), unless the work is under an open content license (like Creative Commons).

The publication may also be distributed here under the terms of Article 25fa of the Dutch Copyright Act, indicated by the “Taverne” license.
More information can be found on the University of Groningen website: https://www.rug.nl/library/open-access/self-archiving-pure/taverne-
amendment.

Take-down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately
and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from the University of Groningen/lUMCG research database (Pure): http.//www.rug.nl/research/portal. For technical reasons the
number of authors shown on this cover page is limited to 10 maximum.

Download date: 04-08-2025


https://doi.org/10.33612/diss.1307117083
https://research.rug.nl/en/publications/3d997c18-04eb-47ad-8371-e4c4da54ec74
https://doi.org/10.33612/diss.1307117083

Acknowledgements

Acknowledgements

Completing this thesis has been both a rewarding and challenging journey especially with the
pandemic accompanying the entire first two years of my PhD. I feel very lucky to have met many

kind people who supported me along the way, without whom this work would not have been possible.

First and foremost, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my supervisors. Gertjan, [ am so
thankful for your guidance, patience, and encouragement and all the discussions that we had
throughout my PhD. I will never forget that I had worked with an excellent mentor. Lidewij, really
appreciated that you kept everything on the right path and remind us to plan for everything. Sahar
thank you for always being available whenever I needed support. I’ve learned so much from our

meetings and conversations.

I would like to thank the members of the reading committee for their time in reviewing my thesis.
Harro thanks a lot for the help with TLW work. Many thanks to Wanda and Jan B. for their
invaluable assistance in setting up and conducting the experiments. Thanks also to Gerard, Kunja,
Jan K., Lena, and Henk for helping with and teaching me the lab techniques. Thanks to Martijn for
providing help in the animal facility and the excellent comments and discussion. Special thanks to

Zsofi for offering help during the most challenging time at the start of the animal work.

To all the wonderful students I’ve had the pleasure of working with, Andriana, Rafael, Gideon,
Thomas, Sasha, Nephthys, Jorick, Mariia, Melissa, Nynke, Chay, Manon, and Daan. I could
never have accomplished this much without your help. Thank you all not only for your help with the

experiments, but also for the conversations and fun times that brightened my PhD journey.

Special thanks to the 0258s, Giorgio, Steffen, Niels, Laura, Kevin, Betty, Bente, Mila, Alex,
Mayerli, Juliana, and Tong. It was so nice to meet you all in Groningen, you made it a truly

unforgettable and awesome experience.

Thanks to my paranymphs. Warner, thanks for all the funny and sometimes weird jokes. I really
enjoy all the beers we had on Friday afternoon and the bonen soep that you made for me. it meant a
great deal to someone who had left home for the first time and traveled so far. Yongjin, thank you
for reaching out during the final stage and helping me finish my experiments. We shared many

cheerful moments downstairs with those cute mice—best of luck with your own projects.

To my friends. Tianci, Jiaoyue, Xiaodan, Xin, Zao, and Tongxiang from Groningen and Yao,

Zonglin, Xiaole and Shanshan from Utrecht, and Bo from Jiilich. We've supported each other during

115



Ackvowledgements
these years. Thank you for giving me strength and always having delicious food ready every time we

get together.

To my beloved cat Mimi. Thank you for wandering outside my room and stepping through my door
on that random summer afternoon. From that moment on, our souls have been tightly bound together.
I had been expecting to see you every single afternoon as I rode my bike home. The soft rhythm of
your purring on my lap have brought warmth, comfort, and joy to my days. You are the most

unforgettable Dutch elements that will dwell in my heart forever.

To my fiancée. Dear Yongyan. This is the 110

year since we have been together. Your belief in me
has been a constant source of strength and motivation whenever I doubted myself. Your love and
support meant everything to me throughout this journey. I feel so lucky that we spent over 4 years
together in a different country, I cannot imagine how things would have been without you by my side.
Asking you to be my girlfriend is the best decision that I have ever made, it changed my life in the
most beautiful way. And I know it will continue to do so as you become my wife and the mom of our

future kids.
To my family, my mom, dad, and sister. Thank you for your boundless love and unconditional support.

Last but not least, I want to express my gratitude to the Chinese Scholarship Council (CSC). My

journey in the Netherlands wouldn't have begun without this crucial support.

For the rest of the people I forgot to mention, this is just forgetfulness, thank you anyway!

116



