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PROPOSITIONS 
Accompanying the dissertation 
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Zhihao Wang 
 

1. Alexithymia is characterized by difficulties in emotion processing, which may be more prominent 
for social emotions. 

2. Impaired dynamics of social emotion processing in alexithymia unfold during initial perceptive 
processing and continue to further affective processing stages and late affective downstream 
processing. 

3. Emotional multisensory integration may remain intact, yielding relevant leads for the development 
of emotion-focused therapies that take advantage of this intact operation. 

4. Negative results are part of science and should have the same chances for publication as positive 
results.  

5. A formal theory for integrating the existing evidence of emotion processing in alexithymia is 
required. 

6. “All models are wrong, but some are useful” (George E. P. Box). Open data is especially necessary 
for research with modeling techniques, because, with ongoing research advances, more 
biologically plausible models can be tested in old data. New models may also reveal the unknown 
hidden operations, which were confounded by previous simplified models.   

7. Work-life balance is important, especially for early-career researchers. <“All work and no play 
makes Jack a dull boy” from Groningen Forum> 

8. Live and learn! 

 

 


